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3
SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Good nor ni ng.

will call this neeting of the Public Uility Review
Commttee neeting to order for the purpose of
continuing to screen candi dates for Districts 2,
4 and 6. Districts 2 and 6 were screened
yesterday. And this is April 24th. | would
entertain a notion to go into executive session to
di scuss potential enploynent pursuant to Section
30-4-78-1. Do | have a notion?

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER:  Aye.

SENATOR RANKI N:  Second.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Al in favor,
pl ease say aye. Any opposition? Hearing none,
we'll go into executive session.

(Executi ve session proceeded).

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Good nor ni ng.
Again, this is April 24th, and the veil has been
lifted. There was no action taken in executive
session. If you will, I'mgoing to have sone
opening remarks. Today is the public hearing for
the screening of candidates for the Public Service
Comm ssion for seat 4. There are three candi dates
to be screened today.

As nentioned yesterday, one of the

duties of the Review Commttee is to screen

AllWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 3
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candi dates to determ ne whether they neet statutory
qualifications. One, baccal aureate or nore
advanced degree. And two, a background of
substantial duration and expertise in at |east one
of the follow ng areas: energy,

t el ecommuni cati ons, consuner protection and
advocacy, water and wastewater, finance, econom cs
and statistics, accounting, engineering, or |aw

The Review Conmttee is also required
to consider, one, the ability, the dedication,
conpassi on, comon sense, and integrity of the
candi dates. And two, the race and gender of the
candi dat es and ot her denographic factors to assure
nondi scrimnation to the greatest extent possible
to all segnents of the population of the state.

The Review Comm ttee requests that
substantive information during the screening not be
shared until after the final candi date has been
screened. The candi dates are sequestered prior to
their screening in order to ensure fairness during
the process. However, the purpose of sequestration
Is defeated if the candi dates are contacted or read
about what questions are being asked and are being
read about earlier candi dates' screening online.

A transcript of these screenings wll

4
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be posted online. W've requested that those

transcripts be provided as soon as possible. The
Review Conmttee will need to neet in executive
session with each candidate follow ng their public
screening to discuss potential enploynent pursuant
to Section 30-4-70 and/or other matters of a
personal nature where public disclosure would
constitute an unreasonabl e i nvasi on of privacy,
whi ch were exenpt fromthe public disclosure
pursuant to Section 30-4-48-2.

| would just like to go ahead and
ask -- would entertain a notion, a blanket notion
that we go in executive session with each candi date
at the -- at the tine appropriate time. W have a
notion, is there a second? And | have a second.
Any di scussion on that? If not, we'll go to a
vote. All in favor of executive session for each
candi date at the appropriate tine, please say aye.
Any opposition? Hearing none, then at the
appropriate tine we'll go into executive session
wi th each candi date and that way we won't have to
do it on an individual basis, as we did it
yest er day.

| s there any ot her business to cone

before us before we get the first candi date?

AllWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 5
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL 24, 2018
Heari ng none, we'll proceed to screening. Cur

first candidate for District 4 is M. Thomas J.
Er vi n. Good nor ni ng.

MR. ERVI N M. Chai r man.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Good to see you
t hi s nor ni ng.

MR. ERVI N: Good to see you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: If you'll be sworn
in by the court reporter prior to.

THOVAS J. ERVI N

being first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Be seated. Thank
you for being with us this norning.

MR. ERVIN. Thank you, sir. It's good
to be with you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ms. Ander son has
sone comments and then sone questi ons.

M5. ANDERSON: Good nor ni ng. | " m goi ng
to begin by giving a very high | evel summary of
M. Ervin's educational background and experi ence.
M. Ervin obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Er skine Coll ege and a Juris Doctor fromthe
Uni versity of South Carolina. He has served in the
| egal practice since 1977, during that tinme he has

served as an assistant solicitor with Ander son

scheduledepo.com
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL 24, 2018
County. As a conm ssioner on the Industri al

Commi ssion, which is now known as the Wrkers'
Conpensati on Conmi ssi on. From 1985 until 1998, he
served as circuit court judge for the Tenth
Judicial Crcuit. And he has been in private
practice since he's retired fromthe bench. M.
Ervin al so served as a nenber of the House of
Representatives for the Seventh District from 1980
to 1984. He has al so served as the president of
Foothills Community Foundati on and as the president
and CEO of Foothills United \Way.

M. Ervin, do you have any changes t hat
you'd li ke to make to the Personal Data
Questionnaire you submtted wth your application?

MR, ERVI N: No, ma' am

MS. ANDERSON: Okay. M. Chairman, |
woul d request that M. Ervin's Personal Data
Questionnaire be entered into the record with any
confidential information being redacted.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So or der ed.

(ERVIN EXH BIT 1, South Carolina Public
Servi ce Commi ssion edited Personal Data
Questionnaire for M. Thonmas J. Ervin, was narked
for identification.)

M5. ANDERSON: Bef ore we begin

AllWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 7

scheduledepo.com




Screening for Public Service Commission Public Screening Transcript
April 24, 2018

© 00 N o 0 ~A wWw N Pk

S o
w N R, O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

8
EXAM NATI ON OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRI L 24, 2018

questioni ng, do you have a brief statenent that
you' d li ke to make?

MR. ERVI N Briefly. Let ne thank the
commttee for this opportunity to neet with you
this norning to discuss ny sincere interest in
serving on the South Carolina Public Service
Commi ssion. As you've heard fromny resung, ny
i fe has been involved wth sone form of public
service and | -- | certainly take it very
seriously. And | feel that | bring to the table a
uni que set of qualifications to serve.

| have been exposed to adm nistrative
| aw, as both a conm ssioner on the South Carolina
I ndustri al Conm ssion where we had to nmake fi ndi ngs
of fact and concl usions of |aw under the
Adm ni strati ve Procedures Act. As a circuit judge,
I held court in R chland County on many occasi ons
and heard appeals fromthe Public Service
Conmmi ssi on. Sol'mfamliar wth the Conmm ssion's
role. And | had an opportunity to hear oral
argunents and expert testinony as it related to the
Conmm ssi on's orders.

I have al so served in the General
Assenbly, which gave ne a better understandi ng

about public policy issues as it relates to our

AllWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 8
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EXAM NATION OF VR. THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL
Public Service Conm ssion and their role as

to discussing ny qualifications with you this
nor ni ng.

EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. ANDERSON:

nane and hone address for the record?

A Thonmas J. Ervin. And | recently

over in Club Forest Lane in Geenville, we

downsi zed to a condo. So |I'mgoing to have t

at ny driver's license, | apologize, |'mnot

now living at 201 R ver Place in Geenville,

Dat a Questi onnaire you' ve reference a forner

current residence for your address. What is

regulators for the utilities, the various other

entities that cone before them So | ook forward

Q M. Ervin, could you please state your

| used tolive -- ny wife Catherine and | |ived

conmpletely famliar with this new address. But |I'm

Q Okay. Thank you. And in your Persona

approxi mat e address that you noved to your current

9
24, 2018

noved,

o | ook

29601.

and

t he

addr ess?
A We sold the Cub Forest property in the
| atter part of 2017. And so we had sone
renovations to do at the -- when we downsi zed to
t he condo. So we' ve been there now for about three
AlWI|IR| A WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 9
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10
EXAM NATI ON OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRI L 24, 2018

or four nonths.
Q Ckay.

M5. ANDERSON:  And for the record, each
candi date provides us with their driver's |icense
and voter registration card. And we have a copy of
that for the file and that does refl ect the address
that is on M. Ervin's driver's license and his
voter registration.

BY MS. ANDERSON:

Q So leading ne to the next question, are
you a regi stered voter?

A. Yes, | am

Q And in which congressional district are
you regi stered to vote?

A Fourth congressional district.

Q Why are you interested in serving on
t he Public Service Comm ssion?

A Well, as | nmentioned earlier, | think

this is a critical tine in the state's history that

we have a Commission that's willing to answer sone
very i nportant questions that will be com ng before
it as relates to our state's future. | have many

questions and | haven't obviously nmade any ki nd of
preconcei ved notions or conmm tnents about, you

know, how t hose questions shoul d be answered

AllWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 10
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL 24, 2018
because havi ng been a judge, | understand that you

base deci sions solely on the testi nobny and evi dence
presented at the hearing. And then after wei ghing
all that testinony and evi dence, then you nake
findings of fact and concl usions of law in concert
wi th your coll eagues.

One of the things that |'mvery
interested in is | earning nore about where we are
as a state and how we -- how we find ourselves in
this situation. Qobviously, we've all read a | ot of
medi a reports, but a judge doesn't rely on news
accounts, you have to actually dig deep and ask
questions and that's what |'m prepared to do.

Q If you were elected to serve, how woul d
you expect to get up to speed on the issues
confronting the Conm ssi on?

A Well, I'"'ma quick study. | -- as a
circuit judge, | had to learn to be a quick study
because we were facing, in civil court, with all
ki nds of cases, from nedi cal nmal practice cases al
the way down to personal injury cases, to contract
di sputes. So | had to learn how to get up to speed
quickly and | believe | can do that with this
Public Service Comm ssi on worKk. | have been

exposed to sone of it already, as | nentioned, when

scheduledepo.com
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per haps are m ssing on the Comm ssi on now.

Conm ssi on?

recently?

course, are subject to the authority of the

before the Conm ssi on.

Q And what is the PSC s role in

12
EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL 24, 2018
I was a circuit judge, but wth a background of the

law, | think I bring a unique set of skills that

Q Have you attended any hearings at the

A I have not personally attended
Conm ssi on hearings, |'ve read transcripts when |
was a circuit judge of the -- hearing record.

Q Have you read any of their orders

A | have read sone of their orders, not
-- not this year, but |I've read a nunber of themin
t he past.

Q VWhat rol e does the PSC serve in regards
to regulation of utilities?

A Well, investor-owned utilities, of

Conmm ssion. And that would include any tine they
want to expand their service area or build a new

facility or raise rates, all these nmatters cone

establi shing energy policy for South Carolina?
A. Well, as you know, the state has an

energy plan, and it's updated periodically by the

A VV R A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO
: i scheduledepo.com
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRI L 24, 201%3
staff at -- the public research staff and so we
have that plan in place, but the Conmm ssion really
has a nore inportant role. And that is to see that
it's properly inplenented. And so there are a
nunber of public policy concerns going forward that

t he Conm ssion needs to be m ndful of as they nmake

pol i cy deci si ons.

Q What are the key factors that a
conmm ssi oner should consider in a rate case?

A. Well, in a rate case, obviously you
want to |l ook at a nunber of different factors.
First and forenost, you want to see that there’
proper justification for -- for rate increase.

t hat woul d i nclude, you' d want to exam ne the
utilities rate of return that's bei ng asked for
relative to other utilities in the -- in the ar
You' d al so want to make sure that the ratepayer
are treated fairly because, of course, it has a
great inpact on the residential custoners.

We have many folks in our state, be
a relatively poor state, that are on fixed inco
or they may be di sabl ed, or they may have ot her
speci al circunstances, so you want the rates to
reasonabl e and take into consideration that peo

have to pay those bills to keep the power on.

S

And

ea.

S

i ng

nmes,

be

pl e

You
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRI L 24, 2018
al so want to be sure that the rates are reasonabl e

for industrial custoners as we continue to try and
grow the econony in South Carolina. As well as for
busi ness custoners, because nany small busi nesses,
of course, are inpacted by -- by rates. So t hose
are all considerations.

Q Ckay. And you just nentioned the
different types of custoners that a utility may
have. What is cross-subsidizati on and one of the
concerns affiliated with that?

A Well, this cane up, the nbst recent
exanpl e would be the sol ar debate, where the
utilities are concerned about the fact that folks
t hat buy sol ar panels for their hones, residences,
are bei ng subsi di zed by those who can't or don't
buy sol ar panels. And so there has to be a
bal ancing of interests in that regard. W
certainly want to see our solar industry grow in
the state, they're creating new jobs, they are
creating a green formof energy and we want to
encour age that.

Alternative forns of energy wl|
certainly diversify our resource base and that's

good for the state, and good for our future, it's

good for the environnent. At the sane tine, if
AlWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 14
: i scheduledepo.com
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL 24, 2018
you're going to have a net netering |law, as we do

in this state, you have to take into consideration
how that m ght affect the utilities ability to
subsi di ze, so to speak, the expansion of solar. So
it's a balancing of interest, and | know t he

| egi sl ature has | ooked at that recently and they're
-- they're working through that and hopefully they
can resol ve that soon.

Q Are you famliar with the two advi sory
opi nions i ssued by the Review Comm ttee dealing
with attendance at | egislative receptions and
| egi sl ati ve caucus neeti ngs?

A Yes, nma' am

Q Have you attended any | eqgi sl ative
receptions or any | egislative caucus neeti ngs since
recei ving the advisory opinions?

A No, nma' am

Q Assune that you're serving on the
Conm ssi on and you' re approached by sonmeone wanti ng
to discuss a natter that is or nay becone an issue
in a proceedi ng, how would you handl e the
situation?

A Well, that would be an i nproper ex

parte comuni cation, and that's prohibited by | aw.

O course, as a judge, | was covered by the Code of
AlWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 15
: i scheduledepo.com
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL 24, 2018
Judi ci al Conduct. And as a conm ssioner, you're

al so covered by the State Enpl oyee Ethics Act, so
this would be an i nproper contact. And so as a
comm ssioner, | would say, |'msorry, but | can't

di scuss the nerits of a case that m ght cone before
me.

Q You just nentioned the Judicial Code of
Conduct, are you aware that comm ssioners are al so
subject to the Judicial Code of Conduct as well as
state ethics | aws?

A Yes.

Q Do you or a nenber of your inmedi ate
famly own stock or have any ot her financi al
interests that is directly controll ed by you or
your famly nmenber of a utility regul ated by the
PSC?

A No, nma' am

Q If el ected, would there be any
potential conflicts of interest, financial or

ot herw se?

A. No, ma' am
Q Are you a nenber of any -- are you a
menber of or affiliated with any entity that would

need to be re-evaluated if you were nom nated and

el ect ed?

scheduledepo.com
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL 24, 2018
A. No, ma' am
Q Do you belong to any organi zati ons t hat

di scrim nate based on race, religion, or gender?

A No, nma' am

Q VWhat was t he appropriate deneanor for a
comm ssi oner ?

A Appropri ate deneanor for a conm ssi oner
iIs a quasi-judicial in nature, would be essentially
to treat everyone who cones before themw th
respect, with dignity, courtesy, and to be a good
listener. To take the job seriously, to treat the
W t nesses and the parties, the litigants, the
attorneys, with the proper respect, not only during
t he hearings, but outside the hearings. So that's
all very inportant.

Q And you nentioned that it's a
quasi -judicial entity, is there any difference --
| essons that you may have | earned fromthe bench
that may apply -- and fromthe bench, | nean as
your position as a forner judge, circuit judge,
that would apply to the PSC or any differences in
t hose rol es?

A Not nuch really, it's very simlar to
bei ng a judge because you want to uphold the | aw

You know, we |ive by the rule of |law and you al so

scheduledepo.com

AllWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 17



© 00 N o 0 ~A wWw N Pk

S o
w N R, O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Screening for Public Service Commission Public Screening Transcript
April 24, 2018

EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRIL 24, 2
want to have the respect of all concerned. And so

that requires that you conduct yourself in an
et hical manner. And that you conduct your busi nes
with dignity and respect for all.

Q VWhat do you consider to be appropriate
use of social nedia for a conm ssioner?

A You know, | don't know that soci al

media is really appropriate for a quasi-judici al

menber . | have concerns about it, not only froma

privacy standpoint, but by the fact that sonething

is said or commented on or |iked, could be
m sconst rued. Sol -- if elected, | don't plan to
be on social nedia, | just don't think it's w se.

I woul d encourage ny col |l eagues not to do that
ei ther because of the potential for nultiple issue
that could ari se.

Q I n your Personal Data Questionnaire,
nunber 13, you provided sone information regarding
formal enpl oynent opportunities in your profession
and you indicated that you' ve been in the | egal
practice since 1977. Coul d you clarify what you'v
done since you've retired as judge since 1998,
where you' ve practiced, the types of |aw that
you' ve been engaged in?

A. Sur e. I was with a defense firmcalle

18
018

S

S

e

d
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EXAM NATION OF MR THOVAS J. ERVIN - APRI L 24, 2018
Jackson Lewis for a brief tine when |I first noved

to Geenville, I think I was with them for al nost
two years. And so | represented | arge corporations
nostly out of state, nostly in enploynent |aw
settings. And then | narried Catherine WIIi ans,
who's been ny wife for 15 years, we just cel ebrated
our 15t h weddi ng anni versary, and she asked ne to
join her firmand assist wth Social Security
disability appeals, which has been ny prinary area
of practice. I did handl e sone personal injury
cases, but the bulk of ny work was handling Soci al
Security disability appeals before the Soci al
Security Adm ni strati on.

Q And you al so indicated that you either
have been or currently are president of Foothills
Communi ty Foundati on, and president, CEO of
Foothills United \Way.

A. Right. When | retired fromthe bench
in about '98, there was a chal |l enge bequest and
weld by the late WIliam Law Watki ns, Bill WatKkins
was a very distingui shed attorney in Anderson. And
he wanted to start a comunity foundation, so he
said if ny friends can forma nonprofit board and
raise five mllion dollars, then | wlill give a

mllion dollars as a matching gift to start a

scheduledepo.com
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communi ty foundation that woul d serve Pi ckens,

Oconee, and Anderson Counties. And so | was
approached by the group to start that nonprofit,
and so | agreed to be the first president. And
when we started we had no office, we had no staff,
we had no bank account, and we had no 501(c)(3), so
I had to do all that from scratch.

They gave us five years to raise the
five mllion and we did it in 18 nonths. So |I was
very pleased wth that response by the community,
we organi zed and trained a board of directors from
t hose three counties, and recently | attended their
anni versary cel ebration of 20 years and they' ve
gi ven back hundreds of thousands of dollars to
nonprofit charity causes in those three counti es,
so I"mvery proud of that effort.

Once | reached the goal, | told them
they need to hire a permanent president and they
did. And they hired Robert Rai ney, who sone of you
may know from Anderson and he did a great job for
many years and he's since retired. Uni ted Way had
a vacancy and so they asked ne if | would cone and
| ead their board, they had | ost their director
unexpectedly. And | agreed to do that on an

interimbasis. And so | began to work with that

scheduledepo.com
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vol unt eer board and we set up a national goal for

| eadership giving for a city the size of Anderson.
And so we really transitioned fromthe old way of
all ocating funds to nonprofits to a comunity-based
nodel and it was a great success. And | really
enjoyed ny tinme working with that vol unteer board.

That's another thing that | think |I can
bring to the Comm ssion is | eadership skills
because | have had to work in that setting in a
nonprofit arena. And that's -- that involves
bui | di ng consensus and support and working with
others. And I'd like to think that I could make a
contribution in that regard as well.

Q Have you nmade any contri butions to
menbers of the General Assenbly since filing your
appl i cation?

A No.

Q Have you sought or received the pledge
of any legislator prior to today?

A No.

Q Have you sought or been offered a
condi ti onal pledge of support by any | egi sl ator
pendi ng the outcone of your screening?

A No.

Q Have you asked any third parties to
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contact nenbers of the General Assenbly on your

behal f before the final and formal screening report
has been rel eased?

A No.

Q Are you aware of any friends or
col | eagues contacti ng nenbers of the General
Assenbly on your behal f?

A No, ma' am

Q Si nce the subm ssion of your
application to the Comm ssi on, have you cont act ed
any | egi slator regardi ng your candi dacy, and if so,
pl ease descri be that contact or interaction?

A | have made it clear to the nenbers of
General Assenbly that |I've seen and tal ked to that
I was not seeking any kind of commtnent directly
or indirectly, but that | had filed for the seat
and that at the appropriate tine, | would like to
speak with them further after the screening report
has been i ssued and after we're gi ven the go-ahead
to seek commi tnents.

Q And that |eads ne to ny next question.
Are you famliar with the 48-hour rul e which
prohi bits a candi date from seeki ng pl edges for
48 hours after the report has been submtted to the

General Assenbly?
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A Yes, ma' am
Q And since the subm ssion of your

application, have you attended any politi cal

gat heri ngs?

A No, ma' am

Q And if elected to the Conm ssion, would
you plan to serve a full ternf

A Yes, nmm'am

M5. ANDERSON: Thank you, M. Ervin.

MR. ERVIN. Thank you.

M5. ANDERSON: M. Chairman, | have no
further questions. And for the record, M. Ervin's
test score was a 62.

SENATOR AL EXANDER: Ckay. Thank you.
W' ve heard the screening to this point. W now
open it up to nenbers of the commttee for
questi ons. Represent ati ve Sandi fer.

EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:
Q Judge Ervin, good to see you today.
A. Thank you, sir.
Q Thanks for being here. Fi rst question,
have you put your new hone address into the GPS?
A Not yet.
Q | hope you have so you can get hone.
AllWIR| A WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 23
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al |

VC Summer
abandoned. And so there's going to be a nunber of
I nport ant
Publ i c Service Conmm ssion, but the General Assenbly
as wel I.
would i ke to avoid seeing that ever happen again
because it's worked a hardshi p on a nunber of

| evel s.
wor ked a hardshi p on sharehol ders. Enpl oyees of

that entity. |It's also affected Santee Cooper and

affected their future going forward.

in kind of damage control in a sense that what's
t he next
clearly the Public Service Comm ssion will have
sone say

petition before the Comm ssion now that |

since they were in on the deal, and so it's

concer ned about what happened with the

| need to do that, that's a good

And you said that this is a critica

Yes, sir. Wll, | think clearly we're

pl ant and the fact that unit 1 and 2 were

deci sions to be nade, by not just the

I think it's fair to say that we all

Wor ked a hardshi p on ratepayers. It's

So |l think it's fair to say that we're

best step going forward as a state. And

in that. There's -- they're pending a

A

W

R
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understand wll be heard later this year as to

whet her or not SCANA should be allowed to nerge

with another -- an outside entity, who is

ot her issues that clearly could affect how that

Service Conm ssion will face, as long as | can
recal | .
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Thank you,
M. Ervin, Thank you, M. Chairman.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Any questi ons?
Repr esent ati ve Forrester.
EXAM NATI ON

BY REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER:

on what m ght be done for rate structure to

elimnate sone of those i ssues?

by the House and the Senate that deals with

interested in purchasing it. There are going to be

will all sort out.
Again, | don't have all the answers,
I"'mwlling to listen and | earn. But | think it

an inportant time for our state, and perhaps one of

t he nost i nportant sets of decisions that a Public

Q You obvi ously have been foll ow ng the

sol ar issue discussion and do you have any thoughts

A Well, you know, of course, the General

Assenbly has before it now sone | egi sl ati on passed

25
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tenporary rate relief. And it remains to be seen
whet her or not that will pass. But I'm nore

concerned really about the long-termeffects, and |
t hi nk the Conmmi ssion should be, to see if we can
try and stabilize the situation so that we don't
make it worse.

By the sane token, you know, it's --
there are no quick and easy fixes and so that's why
I"msaying | don't have all the answers, |'mjust
here -- | want to learn as nuch as | can, | want to
listen and keep an open ni nd, because these are
deci sions that we're going to have to live with for
decades and they'll have an inpact for nmany, many
years to cone.

Q Yeah, | was speaki ng nore specifically
to the issue of distributed generation and how t hat

affects the grid, you ve got to naintain the grid

A Yes, sir.

Q -- for instance, if there's no sun
shining, they've got to have power fromthe grid,
so the issue is a rate structure to protect
everyone?

A. Yes, sir, that's right. Wll, you want

a di verse base, that's for sure. And, of course,

A VV R A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 26
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we know that nuclear is a part of that, as is

nat ural gas, coal, and ot her sources. The grid
old, it's over 100 years old, and it needs to be
upgraded. And we've got to see what we can do t
encour age that to happen. But it's -- | think
goi ng forward, we have to encourage utilities to
continue to diversify their base, not put all th
eggs i n one basket because things do change, the
price of natural gas fluctuates, as does other
sources of fuel.

And so while natural gas right now
seens to be a good option, you know, we could te

years from now, we m ght be |ooking at a differe

si tuati on. So that's why diversification is al ways

SO i nportant.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Thank you.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Any questi ons?
Senator from Horry.
EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR RANKI N:

Q Il will call you Judge because you, f
the longest tine in ny life, you were a judge.
| appreciate your willingness to offer your
services to this. | didn't know your past in te

of your service. You are a journeynan servant o

27
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one that just likes to take spankings all for any

other different flavor of public abuse, so either
one | wll assign benevolence in giving for that.
And kind of in that vein, just the basic question:

Wiy in the world would you want to do this?

A Wll, as | nentioned earlier, | |ove
public service and I'd like to think that | could
make a difference, | really do. As we discussed

here together, this is a critical time | think for
our state. While there are no easy answers, |
think there are sone things that can be done to
hel p stabilize the situation noving forward and it
really cones down to fairness and accountability
and transparency and good deci si on-naki ng. And so
I hope | can bring all those things to the table,
if I'"'mfortunate enough to pass screeni ng and be
el ect ed.

Q Wl |, and dependi ng on whi ch side of
the aisle, | guess, House, Senate, and within, in
terms of stabilizing this, those decisions will be
| argely taken and cured hopefully by the CGeneral
Assenbly. And so the newsworthiness of interaction

and the ratenaki ng deci sions, contested cases w ||

go by the wayside, and you'll be dealing with water

and sewer or broadband or what ever. | n ot her
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words, the sex appeal wll fade. Once this subject

has faded and off the headlines, do you see nore
t han just the nuclear situation --

A. Oh, certainly.

Q -- conpelling and interesting and - -

A Absol utely. | think there are a nunb
of long-termissues that need to be addressed as
well. W've talked nostly about short-term but
there's sone long-termissues that need to be
grappled wwth and | certainly see that as a

chall enge. And there's the nundane too, there ar

er

e

t hi ngs that have to be done, you know, the contract

approval, sone of them are not contested, but they

have to cone before the Comm ssion and get
appropri ate approval. So | understand where you
com ng from

Q I s there sonething deci sion-w se,
order-w se, that you see that, again as a judge
it's hard for you to conmment on anot her judge's
order, absent a jury trial's -- a jury verdict, b

is there sonething that you see a glaring examl e

re

ut

of, wow, how did they get there, that has conpell ed
you to this or just the general subject?
A. CGeneral subject. Because, again, |I'm
going to be one of seven conmm ssioners, and so |
AlWI|IR| A WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 29
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don't pretend to have all the answers. Il want to

have the benefit of their experience and judgnent
as well. And this will be a | earning process for
all of us, | believe, it should be.
SENATOR RANKI N: Thank you.
EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:

Q Agai n, thank you for being here. A
couple of things or really |I guess just down to
one. On question 8 where you narked, been
enpl oyed, held positions in the foll ow ng areas,
and certainly law is what you nentioned here.

A Yes, sir.

Q Just | ooking over that category, it's
just interesting and certainly | think you've
testified earlier that nost of your |aw practice
now has been in Social Security disability cases?

A. Ri ght .

Q But goi ng back to your tine on the
bench after the Tenth Crcuit, were there any other
particular -- | knowit's an array of cases on the
circuit court, but were there any specific issues
t hat maybe woul d have evol ved in those ot her energy
I ssues, telecommunications, consuner protection,

wat er, wastewater, finance, engi neering, that cone

scheduledepo.com
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to m nd?
A. Of course, as | said, | heard a nunber

of appeal s because |
County for
of direct

so | heard a nunber

Publ i c Service Comm ssion during that period of
time.

Q But none on the circuit bench, per se?

A Well, | was on the circuit bench --

Q Her e?

A -- here, yes, sir. Now, | don't know
if I answered your question, but --

Q

So you're fam i ar

I guess ny point was you' ve had sone background in

sone of those issues --
A. Yes, sir.
Q -- as part of your
j udge?
A | have, that's cor
Q That's where |

SENATOR ALEXANDER:
questi ons? Ckay.
we're to that point

session with the candi dat e bei

was assigned to Ri chl and

the first two years of ny judgeship and

was goi ng.

By previous notion then, |

that we would go into executive

appeal s fromthe

with those other --

job as circuit

rect.

Any ot her
t hi nk

ng president --

present, |I'msorry, present, excludes everyone
A VV R A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 31
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el se.

(Executive session)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: The veil has been
lifted. W are going back into regul ar session.
There was no action taken in executive session.

M. Ervin, we appreciate you being wwth us this
nmorni ng and being responsive to the questions. |Is
there any brief closing statenent you'd like to
make before we dism ss you?

MR. ERVIN. Thank you, M. Chairman,
menbers of the commttee, | appreciate the
opportunity to conme forward today and neet with you
and answer your questions. And | sincerely
appreci ate the seriousness with which you take your
responsibilities as screening conmmttee. |
appreci ate your service.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you, have a
good day. That brings us to M. David R MCraw,
agai n anot her candidate for district nunber 4. He
will be joining us nonentarily. Good norning.
Before you're seated, |I'll go ahead -- the court
reporter will swear you in, sir.

DAVID R MCCRAW
being first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Good norning. Good
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to see you.

MR. MCCRAW  (Good norni ng.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you for

wor king with our schedul e and being with us this

nor ni ng.

MR. MCCRAW Yes, sir.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: | think we're ready
to proceed. She'll have sone brief overview and
then we'll have sone questions for you. Thank you

again for being with us.

MR. MCCRAW Thank you, sir.

M5. ANDERSON: |'mgoing to give a very
hi gh [ evel overview of M. MCraw s educati onal
background and work experience. He obtained a
Bachel or of Science degree in econom cs and finance
fromthe University of South Carolina, Spartanburg.
From 1985 to 1989, he served in the US Air Force.
And since 1993, he has worked as a financi al
advi sor in a nunber of capacities. He's also owned
a nunber of businesses. And we'll get into a
better description of those a little bit |ater on.

MR, MCCRAW  Sure.

M5. ANDERSON:. M. MCraw, do you have
any changes that you'd like to make to your

Personal Data Questionnaire that you submtted with
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your application?

MR MCCRAW No, nmm'am

M5. ANDERSON:. M. Chairman, | would
request that M. McCraw s Personal Data
Questionnaire be entered into the record with any
confidential information being redacted.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So order ed.

(MCCRAWEXHI BI T 1, South Carolina
Publ ic Service Comm ssion edited Personal Data
Questionnaire for M. David R MCraw, was marked
for identification.)

M5. ANDERSON: Before we begin
guestioning, do you have a brief statenent that
you' d li ke to nake?

THE W TNESS: No, nm'am

EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. ANDERSON.

Q Pl ease state your nanme and hone address
for the record.

A David McCraw. 9 Baronne Court, G eer,
Sout h Carolina, 29650.

Q Are you a registered voter?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And in which congressional district are

you registered to vote?

AllWIR A. WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 34

scheduledepo.com




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N DN DD MDD MDD P P P P P PP P PR
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o A WO N+, O

Screening for Public Service Commission Public Screening Transcript

April 24, 2018
_ _ 35
A In the 4th District.
Q Why are you interested in serving on
the Public Service Comm ssion?
A Well, | think | see it's an opportunity

to take ny financial experience and apply it into
the -- into the governnent capacity. And watching
t hrough what's going on in the public service and |
think that there was a need for fiduciary
responsibility that hopefully |I can use ny
expertise to hel p and assi st other conm ssioners on
t he panel.

Q Have you attended any hearings at the
Comm ssi on?

A No, ma'am

Q Have you read any of the Conm ssion's
deci si ons?

A No, nma' am

Q How woul d you expect to get up to speed
on the issues confronting the Comm ssion?

A | would spend as nuch tine as | needed
to before the July 1st date. And I'msure I'l]l be
able to get up to speed with whatever necessary
information is given to ne, | wll be able to get

up to speed.

Q What rol e does the PSC serve in regards
AlWI|R| A WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR., & ASSOCIATES (800) 743-DEPO Page 35
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to the regulation of utilities?
A Vell, it sets and fixes rates for all
public utilities. It sets guidelines for services

t hat have been rendered that is supposed to be
across a whole board of all public utilities. It
al so acts as a non-bi ased form where peopl e can
file their grievances they have either with the
utility or vice versa and settle contract disputes
and also |l ook at the financial responsibilities to
make sure it's a fair and reasonable rate for the
ratepayer and it's a reasonable return for the
utility itself.

Q And what is the Comm ssion's role for
establishing energy policy for South Carolina?

A Well, the energy policy, obviously, is
really looking at the Ofice of Regulatory Staff,
put together with a lot of different agencies
t hroughout the state to try to maxi m ze the anount
of renewabl e energy and | ess demand for the
traditional coal or nuclear prograns.

Q What are sone key factors that a

comm ssi oner should consider in a rate case?

A. Well, if the rate question that they're

asking for is an increase, if the utility itself

has used proven deci sion-nmaking, as far as using
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the funds or needing the funds and is actually

applying to the necessary programthat they need.
They need to |look at the fuel costs and then the
actual profit for the utility that it's nandated
t hrough, making sure they have enough noney to
satisfy their investors. At the sane tinme, we got
to make sure that the utility itself is hopefully
on the sanme side as the ratepayer to decrease the
costs as much as possible to not continually
i ncrease the rates on the ratepayer.

Q Are you famliar with the two advisory
opi nions issued by the Review Comm ttee dealing
W th attendance at | egislative receptions and at
| egi sl ati ve caucus neetings?

A Yes, mm' am

Q And have you attended any | egislative
receptions or any | egislative caucus neetings since
recei ving those advi sory opinions?

A No, ma' am

Q Assune that you're serving on the
Comm ssion and you were approached by soneone
wanting to discuss a matter that is or may becone
an issue in a proceedi ng, how would you handl e the

situation?

A. | would notify themfirst that, you
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know, it's not appropriate. That it's ex parte

communi cation and it needs to be held in a venue

where both parties are present.

Q Are you aware that comm ssioners are
subject to the Judicial Code of Conduct as well as
state ethics | aws?

A Yes, ma' am

Q Do you or a nenber of your imrediate
famly own stock or have any other financial
interests that is directly controlled by you or
your famly nmenber of a utility regulated by the
PSC?

A No, ma' am

Q |f elected, would there be any
potential conflicts of interest, financial or
ot herw se?

A No, nma' am

Q Are you a nenber of or affiliated with
any entity that would need to be re-evaluated if
you were nom nated and el ected?

A No, ma' am

Q Do you belong to any organi zati ons that
di scrim nate based on race, religion, or gender?

A No, nmm' am

Q VWhat is the appropriate deneanor for a
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conm ssi oner ?
A Well, you want -- a conm ssioner, as a
j udge, shoul d be beyond reproach -- approach(sic).

We shoul d be able to see and the public to see
sonmeone they can trust their opinion and their
actions. And should be, you know, a pillar of the
community, so to speak, that, you know, we woul d
| i ke people to | ook upon us positively and not
bring disrespect to the position or the state.

Q And woul d that deneanor only apply
while on the bench or would it apply at all tines?

A Al tinmes.

Q What woul d you consider to be

appropriate use of social nedia for a conm ssioner?

A Well, | would think social nedia as a
comm ssion would only be -- zero in the capacity as
a conm ssioner. |'ve always -- you know, being a

financial advisor, we've always been in a reqgul at ed
i ndustry as well. And although we've been able to
use social nedia, but it's all scripted and
approved prior to going out. But ny personal
policy has always been to avoi d anyt hi ng
busi ness-related in social nedia.

Q And what about personal-related, if you

were el ected?
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A. Personal -related? | would see no i ssue

with using -- | only have Facebook, but it's just
events that happen in ny life, but nothing, you
know, that would be relative to any type of
proceedi ng or Public Service Comm ssion or even

i dentifying nyself as a Public Service Conm ssioner
on ny Facebook page.

Q What i s demand-si de nanagenent ?

A On the demand side, is basically trying
to -- ny understanding is you're trying to reduce
t he anbunt of demand to keep the prices in check
with the other utilities by creating other ways of
generating the energy itself in the nost |east
expensive way of doing it.

Q Okay. And what is cross-subsidization
of utility rates and a concern that may go al ong
with that?

A Cross-subsi di zation, now, | don't know
the answer to that.

Q Ckay. Wen is it appropriate for a
conm ssioner to express a personal opinion on an
Issue that is wwthin the PSC s jurisdiction?

A. Personal, it would not be appropriate

to put a personal opinion into the public, other

than at a Comm ssion -- at a hearing in front of
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everyone.

Q Wuld there be a tine that's
appropriate to express a personal opinion in
another formthat's a private forunf

A No, nmm' am

Q Al right. | said we were going to get

back to your businesses --

A Sur e.

Q -- and get sone clarification

A. Absol utel y.

Q So in your Personal Data Questionnaire,

nunber 13 and nunber 14, you identified a nunber of
busi nesses that you are affiliated wwth or that you
are the owner of. And with the Secretary of
State's website, there were also sone additional
entities that canme up, entities that were in good
standing for which you were an agent. So |'m going
to try to wal k us through what you have listed in
your PDQ and al so in conjunction with the filings
wth the Secretary of State's Ofice, okay?

A Absol ut el y.

Q So the first one, Brew s Inc., where

your PDQ has you |isted as the current president?

A. That is correct.
Q Can you descri be the business?
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A Brews Inc., it's a holding conpany for
equi prent. In addition, you will get to | own
restaurants -- a restaurant and all the equi pnent

Is owned, in the restaurant is actually held in a
separate corporation. The operating corporation is
Pal netto Gill & Taproom I ncorporated, which only
does the food and beverage side of it. There's no
assets held in that particular corporation, just
for liability reasons.

Q Okay. And what is your role with --

your current role with these entities?

A | am 100 percent owner of Pal netto
Gill & Taproom ny role is owner only. It is
manager -ran and operated. | amfinancially

responsi bl e for anything that happens in the

busi ness and al so responsible for hiring the
managers, which | have in place. M general
manager has been with ne for 13 years, S0 soneone
trust and who handl es the busi ness for ne.

Q And fromthe Secretary of State's
website, there was listed a Croc's Sports & W ngs,
which you're listed as the agent?

A. Wel |, that corporation was sold, |
think in 2011, and it is no | onger an active

entity.
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Q Ckay. And there's also a Croc's

Cl enmson for which you're listed as the registered
agent ?

A That was sold in 2012.

Q And just so you know, they're both
listed as in good standing with the Secretary of
State's website. And on your PDQ in nunber 13, you
listed since 1999 to the present that you are
affiliated with the hospitality industry, is that
affiliated wth the Brew s Inc. and Palnetto or is
It a separate industry?

A It is affiliated. Over the years |'ve
had nunerous restaurants that has been owned since
1999, Brew s Inc. has owned all the equi pnent in
all the restaurants. And from'99 to current it
operates on its own, but the only hospitality
business | have at this tine is Palnetto Gill &
Taproom | ncor por at ed.

Q And you have listed from 1993 to
present as a financial advisor. And you give sone
specifics in your response to question nunber 8.
And it looks Iike Areritas Investnents is the nost
recent enploynent that you had as far as the
financial advisor since 2005. Do you want to

expound on that --
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A Sur e.

Q -- what you currently do with then?

A. wll, from'93 to -- to today, |
started out wwth a small firmcalled Raynond Janes
& Associates in Geenville, did it a couple of
years and | noved -- it was a small account firm
It dealt primarily with |ow priced securities,
that's where the research was. So | noved from
smal | account to a w rehouse, which Pai neWbber,
which | was a financial advisor recomendi ng
I ndi vi dual securities, and then | ooking at
corporations to see what | thought was an
appropriate rate of return, possible for the
client, looking at the financials and nmaki ng
recomendations to clients.

| noved from Pai neWwebber in the |ate
'90s, early 2000s to Prudential Securities, which
Is basically the sane capacity as a financi al
advi sor to individual custoners and to a few
corporate clients. Prudential Securities was
bought out by Wachovia Securities and | found at
that point that | didn't enjoy working for a bank,
| always |iked being with a real financial services

brokerage firm And | found that Wachovia did not

seek to -- we didn't have the sane views on which
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direction the financial industry was going and what
was good for clients. So | decided to go

I ndependent and bei ng i ndependent, | cleared

t hrough Aneritas Investnents. And | ama single
agent working for my custoners who -- that | have
and | haven't added any new custoners in the | ast
10 years, but I|'ve had unfortunately through the
course of business, | have a |lot of the sane
clients | had in the early 2000s and even in the
"90s and basically they're dying off through age, |
nmean, they're generally ol der.

So at this point, ny position as a
financial advisor is mninmal. And if |I'mgiven the
position, | wll make arrangenents where the
clients are taken care of w thout ny supervision.

Q What experience would you bring to the
Public Service Conmm ssion that woul d be benefici al
If elected to serve as a conm ssi oner?

A Wll, | think it's the financial side.
Being able to | ook at what the rates are, what
they're wanting to charge, and the reasoni ng behi nd
what they're wanting to charge. Wether it's
inflation or other reasons that they want to say
their costs are going up. Also | would like to

think the experience froml ooking at sone of just
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t he general accounting principles that -- from

| ooki ng at sone of the financial statenents |'ve
seen, | have questions on depreciation, you know,
noncash expenses. You know, we as a ratepayer are
basi cally guaranteeing these public utilities a
profit and we're underwiting basically their
property and their cars through these expenses.

At the end of the day the ratepayer is
or shoul d be recapitalizing what they have witten
of f through their depreciation. And | understand
we have a depreciation pool that you guys nonitor,
but 100 percent of those assets that we underwite
shoul d be depreciated on a schedul e and shown. And
if it's not, it should be shown to the people to be
able to recapitalize, even if you buy sonething as
smal|l as a truck and you depreciate it over a
five-year period, all that depreciation should be
com ng back to the ratepayer and the ratepayer
shoul d be able to use that to reinvest in future
transactions at a | ower cost basis because of the
depreci ation capitalized.

| think that financial side in |ooking
and hopeful |y demandi ng an expl anation for why your
rates are where they are and why you either -- why
you want to go up and why is it going to be

46
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justified and reasonable, wth still the sane

understanding that they are guaranteed a rate of
return. But at the sanme tine, we' ve got to nake
sure that the ratepayer and the utility can sonehow
be on the sane side of the table, which is hard to
do with -- without any type of controls over the
utility itself as far as their spending.

And, you know, cost-plus jobs, not
fixed-dollar jobs, I think would put utilities in a
cl oser side of the table on a fixed-dollar position
versus a cost-plus position. So | just think that
| can bring that financial side to the table. You
know, |'m not an attorney, that's not going to be
nmy expertise, but | think | can give insight into
sone of the financial side that's there.

Q Have you nmade any contributions to
nmenbers of the General Assenbly since filing your
application?

A | have not.

Q Have you sought or received the pledge
of any legislator prior to this date?

A No, ma'am

Q Have you sought or been offered a
condi ti onal pledge of support by any | egislator

pendi ng the outcone of your screening?
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A. No, nm'am

Q Have you asked any third parties to
contact nenbers of the CGeneral Assenbly on your
behal f before the final and formal screening report
has been rel eased?

A No, ma' am

Q Are you aware of any friends or
col | eagues contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly on your behal f?

A No, ma'am

Q Si nce the subm ssion of your
application for the Conmm ssion, have you contacted
any | egi sl ator regardi ng your candi dacy, and if so,
pl ease describe the contact or interaction?

A | have not.

Q And since the subm ssion of your
application, have you attended any political
event s?

A No, ma' am

Q Are you famliar with 48-hour rule,
whi ch prohibits a candi date from seeki ng pl edges
for 48 hours after the report has been submtted to
the CGeneral Assenbly?

A. Yes, ma' am
Q And do you plan to serve a full termif
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el ected?
A Yes, ma'am
M5. ANDERSON. Thank you, M. MCraw.
M. Chairman, | have no further questions. And for

the record, I'd like to state that M. MCraw s
test score is a 65.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you for being
responsive and now we'll go to questions from
menbers of commttee. Senator of Orangeburg and
then I'Il come to Representati ve.

EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR HUTTQO

Q Good nor ni ng.

A. Good norning, sir.

Q The various restaurants and bars that
you have owned were all public or were any of them
private cl ubs?

A. One was a private cl ub.

Q Ckay. Wiich one was that?

A That woul d have been the Croc's Sports
& Spirits.
Q Is that still a viable operation?

A No. No, sir.
Q kay. Have any of those ever been

cited by Departnent of Revenue or SLED for any
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vi ol ations of the al cohol |aws?

A Yes, sir.

Q What's -- just give us the nature of
t hat .

A My policy has been through the years
and when you've been in it for, you know, 18,

19 years, you're at the -- you have to depend on
your enpl oyees to check I Ds or check nenberships.
So we did receive a citation for serving a
nonnenber. And as in the past, had an enpl oyee
serve a person under the age of 21. That enpl oyee
was term nated i mmedi ately.

Q Al right. And whatever fines or
penal ti es have been pai d?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Ckay. So your -- it sounds |ike you
started off in sort of financial planning and
m grated over to owning sone businesses, including
a roofing conpany; is that right?

A That was nore or |less an investor in a
roofing conpany. A guy was a roofer that | hel ped
himout to start his own business.

Q So would it be fair to say that nost of
your busi ness background is related to the
ownership of the restaurants?
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A As in relation to being a financi al
advi sor ?
Q But you said you haven't done that
si nce when?
A. | still have clients today active.
Q | understand that. But as | understood

it you basically were in that business and you
retai ned that book of business or those clients and
continue to advise them sort of transitioned over
to --

A. No, sir. It's a conplinent of each
other. It wasn't a transition to another industry,
"' m not active and never have been active in the
restaurant industry. | aman owner. M primary
busi ness has al ways been a financial advisor. As
-- because you don't add clients doesn't nean you
don't have clients. And we're still servicing
t hose sane clients, although there are a | ower
nunber of clients relative to what it was in 2000.
But you guys can renenber how the market conditions
in 2000, early 2001, as a financial advisor, you
know, we preached diversification and | took it to
heart nyself and | diversified frombeing a
financial advisor to al so owni ng ot her businesses

outside of the financial services nmarket.
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Q Where is your financial advising office >
| ocat ed?
A | "' m an i ndependent broker and | have a
honme offi ce.
SENATOR HUTTGO  kay. Thank you.
MR MCCRAW Yes, Sir.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Let ne get
Representative Sandifer and then I'Il conme to the

Senator from Horry.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you,
M. Chairman.
EXAM NATI ON

BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:

Q M. MCraw, thank you for being here
Wi th us today, we appreciate it. A couple of
t hi ngs just about your testinony. First of all, in
your earlier testinony you said that the PSC sets
the rates for all public utilities. WII you tell
us what public utilities you nean?

A Wll, | was referring to Duke Energy,
South Carolina Natural Gas, which is now Duke
Energy and Pi ednont Natural Gas, which is the sane
entity at this point, but it is public-regul ated

utilities.
Q Ckay. Wiich ones -- let's go to the
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el ectric industry, if we mght.

A Sur e.

Q Whi ch ones m ght not be regul at ed?

A Qovi ously, the one -- the -- Santee
Cooper, South Carolina Public Service Authority,
any co-op that is not publicly-owed. Any utility
that's owned by a nunicipality and i s governed by
Its own board.

Q And then one other thing that you said
was to maxim ze, and we're tal king about the energy
pl an, maxi m ze the renewabl e energy. Wuld you
expound on that just a little bit?

A Well, | think we're trying to get to
nore clean energy. | know that the plan sets
forth, whether it's two percent over the five-year
period, trying as a goal to get there with one
percent being under a thousand kilowatts and the
ot her one percent above a thousand to ten thousand
kil owatt hours. W're trying to find better ways,
fromwhat |'munderstanding, to provide a reliable
cl ean source of energy and to nove away fromthe
coal and nucl ear gener at ed.

Q And you just said sonething to pique ny
Interest, is nuclear clean and reliable?

A. Rel ative to coal, | would think so.
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And, of course, the liability would be the tine

frame that is going to be viable for it.

Q Wul d you be surprised to know t hat
Senat or Al exander and | have one of those or three
of themin our backyard.

A Do you?

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you,
M. MCraw.
MR. MCCRAW  Thank you, sir.
EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:

Q | wanted to follow up one nore tine on
-- just for the record to make sure |I'mcl ear on
your business interests or your incone. Because on
your statenment of economc interests, Eyedea
Brands - -

M5. ANDERSON: Eyedea Brand.
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:
Q | was trying to read your witing,

okay, that was sol d?

A That was sold, yes, sir.

Q But you had it in -- so that was sold
in 20177

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Ckay. (Good.
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A April of '17.

Q W've -- | don't know if you've heard
about the Base Load Review Act?

A Yes, sir.

Q Any factors or any know edge of that
Act ?

A Alittle, yes, sir. The Act itself
basically has guaranteed the utilities the rate
I ncreases that they've been -- received, as |long as
they can justify it being reasonable and fair,
which is basically -- | guess, that Act was
instituted to basically encourage nore utilities or
the -- getting nore utilities throughout the whole
state, but it's been a -- the Act itself | think
has provided the utility the basis to be able to
build and continue to build. And by charging the
ratepayer on a pro rata basis through the
construction or through the needs of the utility.

Q And one final thing for ne is -- and
think 1'"ve heard in the different business
interests that you have and the work that you do,
and you referred to sone aspects and | think you
said that you have managers in place for the
restaurant, you've never really been in that,

you' ve hired managers to do that. Wth the Public
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Service Commi ssion, that is a full-tinme job, would

you acknow edge that?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q And so | think you said earlier that
you didn't envision any need, outside of the
financial advisor aspect, to turn that over to
other folks, but if | heard you correct in your
earlier testinony, that you didn't see anything
el se in your business interests to have to be
adjusted as a result if you were el ected on the
Comm ssi on?

A No, sir, there's nothing el se that |
woul d need to revi se.

Q So if your managers left or things of
that nature, how would that --

A Unless all of themleft, but at the end
of the day ny wife would assune those
responsibilities.

SENATOR ALEXANDER:  Thank you. Any
ot her questions? Hearing none. Then by previous
notion, we'll go into executive session with the
candi date being with us. No, you get to stay,
everybody el se gets to | eave.

(Executive session)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: We're back in open
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EXAM NATI ON OF MR- WLLI AM "KEVI N* NEWWAN- APRIL 24, 2018

session and no action was taken in executive
session. And, M. MCraw, we appreciate you being
here with us this norning and being a candi date for
District 4, the Public Service Commission. |Is
there any cl osing statenent or any conment you'd

li ke to nmake briefly?

MR. MCCRAW Yes, sir. | appreciate
each of you for your consideration. | do feel that
I can bring fiduciary responsibility hopefully to
t he Comm ssion and hopefully hold the utilities and
t he ratepayer basically accountable for what we
need and not necessarily just giving an open
checkbook to a utility. But 1'd |like to serve our
community and the ratepayers. And |I'd appreciate
your consideration and thank you for your tine.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you for being
here today. Thank you for your tinme. Next we'll
have M. WIIliam "Kevin" Newman, |ast candi date
bei ng screened this norning for District 4.

Good nor ni ng.

MR. NEWVAN: Good nor ni ng.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: | appreciate you
being here. |If you would allow the court reporter
to swear you in for your testinony.

W LLI AM " KEVI N NEWVAN
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being first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

SENATOR ALEXANDER: M. Davi dson |
t hi nk has sonme comments and then we'll have sone
questions for you.

MR. DAVI DSON. Good nor ni ng,

M. Newman. |Is your m crophone on?

MS. ANDERSON: It is.

MR. DAVIDSON:. First, I'mgoing to
briefly describe your experience and background for
the commttee. M. Newran obtai ned a Bachel or of
Sci ence degree in hotel, restaurant and tourism
adm ni stration fromthe University of South
Carolina in 1994. M. Newran was enpl oyed as a
senior night auditor with the Hlton Resort in
Hlton Head from 1995 to 1996. From '96 to 2004,
he was enpl oyed by AAA Carolinas as a travel
consultant. Since 2004, M. Newman has been the
manager of the Frane House & Gallery. He has al so
been enpl oyed as a certified pool operator with the
Cooper Creek HOA since 2012. 1In 2017, he becane
the owner of Pool Guy Trainers, for which he is
al so an instructor.

Additionally, M. Newran has served as
an Inman city council nenber since 2006 and has

served as the mayor pro temfrom 2013 to 2014. He
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is involved in a variety of organi zations including

I nman First Baptist Church, |nman Downt own
Merchants Associ ation, Geater |nman Chanber of
Commerce, chairman and event organi zer for Miusic on
M1l and Light Up I nman, and event organi zer for

I nman I gnites Cruise-In.

M. Newnman, do you have any changes you
woul d |like to nake to the Personal Data
Questionnaire that you submtted wth your
application?

MR. NEWVAN: Not that | know of.

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you.

M. Chairman, at this tine | would request that
M. Newnan's Personal Data Questionnaire be entered
into the record.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So ordered.

(NEWAN EXH BIT 1, South Carolina
Public Service Comm ssion edited Personal Data
Questionnaire for M. WIIliam"Kevin" Newran, was
mar ked for identification.)

MR. DAVI DSON:. As part of our
background i nvestigation of the candi date, we
obtained a credit check, driver's license, and SLED
check. For the record, I'd like to state that the

credit check, driver's license, and SLED check
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reveal ed no negative results for M. Newman that
shoul d be brought to the attention of the
commttee. Before we beginning the questi oning,
M. Newnman, do you have a brief statenent that
you'd like to provide to the commttee?

MR NEWWAN: |1'd just like to say thank
you again, this is ny second tine going through
this process and | just thank you for the
opportunity to be here today. Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR DAVI DSON:
Q Thank you. Could you state for the
record your nane and hone address?
A Wl Iliam Kevin Newman. 362 Copper Creek
Crcle, Inman, South Carolina

Q Thank you. And are you a registered

voter?
A | am
Q I n which congressional district?
A Fourth Congressional D strict.
Q Woul d you explain to the commttee,

pl ease, why you would |like to serve on the Public
Servi ce Conm ssion?
A. Well, as you can see from ny

background, | have a very varied background and ny
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service with the Inman Gty Council, |I've now
served a quarter of ny life on there, |I've served

al nost 12 years. And |'ve always felt the need

for -- as a servant of ny local citizens, |'ve just
always felt like at sone point | would like to
serve at the state level. And | feel like |I could

be an asset on the Public Service Comm ssion.

Q Thank you. Have you attended any
heari ngs at the Conmi ssion?

A. | have in the past.

Q Have you read any of the Comm ssion's
deci si ons?

A. |'ve read sone of the -- not conplete
deci sions, but | have read sone of the things off
t he dockets onli ne.

Q Wth those things in mnd, if you were
to be el ected, how woul d you expect to get up to
speed on the issues confronting the Conm ssion?

A I would continue to do what |'ve been
doing to prepare for the testing and for this
interview ng, just continue to study the
information that | have. [If -- if elected to the
Public Service Conmmi ssion, | would hope to attend
conferences and there's a regul atory school, you

know, at some point to get up to speed on
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everyt hi ng concer ned.

Q What rol e does the PSC serve regarding

the regulation of utilities in general?

A In general, the Public Service
Conmmi ssion regul ates investor-owned utilities. So
basically anything that has to do -- |I'msorry,
which utilities do they serve, like the
el ectrical --

Q No, just the role of the PSC in genera
in regulating utilities?

A. Ckay. Basically the PSC regul ates

investor-owned utilities, the rates, various
other -- a broad jurisdiction when it cones to
i nvestor-owned utilities as far as regul ati ng.

Q Thank you. Are you famliar with the
two advi sory opinions issued by the
Revi ew Conmittee dealing with attendance at

| egi sl ative receptions and at | egislative caucus

nmeeti ngs?
A. Yes, sir.
Q Have you attended any | egislative

receptions or any | egislative caucus neetings since

recei ving those opi ni ons?

A No, | have not.
Q Assune that you're serving on the
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Comm ssion and you were approached by soneone
wanting to discuss a matter that is or may becone
an i ssue in a proceedi ng, how woul d you handl e t hat

situati on?

A I would tell themthat 1I'm not all owed
to speak on the issue that -- and if they tried to
continue, | would have to report that that had
happened. It's not allowed in general. | nean,

there are special circunstances where, you know - -
where another party could potentially -- if it's
just like when a hearing is, that type of

i nformati on, basic information, where nobody woul d
gai n an advant age by being inforned of the

i nformati on.

Q Thank you. Are you aware that the
comm ssioners are subject to the Judicial Code of
Conduct, as well as state ethics |aws?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you or a nenber of your inmediate
fam |y have stock or other financial interests that
is directly controlled by you or your famly nenber
of a utility regulated by the PSC?

A No.

Q If elected, would there be any

potential conflicts of interest, financial or
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ot her w se?

A No.

Q What would you do if a conflict of
i nterest arose?

A A conflict of interest pertaining to
t he Public Service Conm ssion?

Q Yes, sir, in your role as conmm ssioner
if you had a personal conflict?

A | would have to -- | nean, if it had to
do with ny job on the Public Service Comm ssion, |
woul d have to disall ow whatever that is. M role
woul d be as a Public Service Comm ssioner, so |
woul d have to disall ow whatever that is going on.

Q Are you affiliated with any political
parties, boards, or conm ssions that would need to
be re-evaluated if you are nom nated and el ect ed?

A. No, sir.

Q Do you bel ong to any organi zations that
di scrim nate based on race, religion, or gender?

A. No, sir.

Q What is appropriate denmeanor for a
conmi ssi oner ?

A. Appropri ate demeanor for a
conm ssioner, generally speaking, would be you

al ways want to |listen to what people have to say.
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Try to be fair to both sides. You want to |isten

-- you know, try to be patient with everybody
commenting through the whole entire process. From
what | can tell, some of these processes can be
quite lengthy, so you just want to naintain a, you
know, fairness type of attitude and listen to both
si des.

Q And woul d you mai ntain that deneanor
only while on the bench or would it apply 24/ 77

A It would apply 24/7.

Q What do you consider to be appropriate
use of social nedia pursuant to the Judici al
Cannons?

A Social nedia, as far as |like your -- if
you have a Facebook page personally, type of thing?

Q Correct, yes, sir

A If I was elected to the Public Service
Conmm ssion, | do have a personal Facebook page that
I would take offline. | don't think that it's

appropriate for a judge to have a personal Facebook
page. Even though it's personal and you Iimt who
can see it, still | don't think it would be
appropriate to have a personal page |like that.

Q Thank you. As you know, one of the

requi renents for service is a background of
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substanti al duration and expertise in at | east one

of several categories. |1'd |like to explore your
background in a few of these, if that's okay.

First would be consunmer advocacy. Do you have any
exposure or experience perhaps in your role as city
counci | man?

A. Wll, | feel like we're always an
advocate and that's -- one of the things | brought
up last tinme is, you know, we're an advocate for
our citizens. Any particular issue they may be
havi ng, they can always conme to us. |[|'ve al ways
kept a |listed phone nunber and I'm | ocated -- ny
busi ness is located in downtown. And so |I'm al ways
avai l able to ny citizens to advocate for them
whet her it be getting |inbs picked up, or, you
know, if there's a light on their road, just
whatever it may be, we try to nmake oursel ves
avai l able to our citizens. So that's one of ny
bi ggest things | would say as far as the things
t hat you' re supposed to have a background in, I'm
al ways available to ny citizens.

Q Thank you. Any experience or exposure
to water and wastewater issues?

A. We do have a sewer plant with the Cty

of Inman, so | aminvolved with the -- of course,
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the reports fromour sewer plant. W currently

just did a rate study with our sewer plant, we're
trying to determne if we're going to change our
rates. We're | ooking at a sewer project to run
sewer out to the interstate that will hopefully
create sone econoni ¢ devel opnent in our area, so |
am exposed to that. And like | said, the different
types of rates that potentially would be involved
wth a sewer plant. Water is run by a different

conpany, we do not handle the water with the city.

Q How about with finances or accounting?

A. Fi nances and accounti ng, once again, ny
role in city council, we do -- | nean, |I'mnot an
accountant, I'mnot a financial planner, but | did

t ake busi ness classes in college. And we do have
our yearly budget experience that we have to go
t hrough our budget for our city. W have a snaller
city, about 2,500 residents or so, so our general
budget is around 1.5 mllion. And you have to
mai nt ai n t hat budget, you know, so it's
appropriate, you're not having to raise taxes, but
you're nmaintaining all the proper services to your
citizens.

Q Thank you for those responses. And

swtching gears a little bit, could you describe
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t hree objectives the PSC should consider in setting

rates for public utilities?
A. Thr ee objectives --
Q In setting rates?
A In setting rates?
Q Yes, sSir
A. Sone of the objections | would think

woul d be, nunber one, fairness to the consuner as
far as the rates being consunmer, not friendly but
consuner acceptable. An acceptable rate of return
for an investor-owned utility woul d be anot her
thing that the Public Service Comm ssion would have
to look at as well. As far as a third reason that
the Public Service Comm ssion would need to | ook
at, | don't have a third one at this tine, I'm
sorry.

Q No worries, we can circle back if you'd
i ke. Could you describe the term
Ccross-subsidi zati on? And you don't have to say it,
I knowit's difficult to say.

A Cr oss-subsi di zati on, from what |
understand, it has to do with basically charging
one class of a custoner a certain rate to pay for
anot her part of something you offer, a cross

subsidy. If you had a class of custoners that
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hel ped pay for another service that you offer, if

it was that type of service.

Q Thank you. Describe what role the
Publ i c Service Comm ssion has in establishing an
energy policy for South Carolina, please.

A I n establishing an energy policy?

Q Yes, sir, establishing an energy policy
for the state.

A Vell, | think you would work with the
Departnent of Energy and the ORS with what current
trends are. | read the energy report to see what
current things, issues that South Carolina has. So
I would think working with whatever the | aws woul d
be pertaining to our energy policies, making sure
they're forthright and forward thinking as
possi bl e. Just naeking sure you are aware of all
the current policies and uphol di ng them woul d be
your role as a public service conmm ssioner.

Q Coul d you identify any other
governnmental entities that may have a role in
setting or establishing energy policies for the
state, and briefly describe those roles of other
governnental entities?

A. Ot her governnental entities?

Q Aside fromthe PSC, yes, sir.
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A. PSC. |'"msorry, can you repeat that
one nore tine?

Q Yeah. So the first question dealt with
what rol e does the Public Service Conmm ssion play
in setting energy policy? And to follow up, |
wanted to ask could you identify other governnental
entities that may play a role in setting energy
policy for the state?

A Well, | think obviously our |egislative

branch woul d be directly responsible for hel ping

set the actual policy. | know fromny city
council, we set policy to follow. So we woul d
follow -- the legislation would receive energy

reports, things that are upcomng within the state,
and then they woul d enact the policies for us to
foll ow as public service conm ssioners. That woul d
be the main one, | would say.

Q Thank you. Again, switching gears a
bit. Since filing for this office, could you
descri be any contact or interaction that you' ve had

wth nenbers of the General Assenbly?

A Since filing for this office, none.
Q Have you nmade any contributions to
nmenbers of the General Assenbly since filing your

application?
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A. No, sir.

Q Have you attended any politica
gat heri ngs?

A Just ny city council neetings.

Q Have you sought or received the pl edge
of any legislator prior to today?

A No, sir.

Q Have you sought or been offered a
condi ti onal pledge of support by any | egislator
pendi ng the outcone of this screening?

A. No, sir.

Q Have you asked any third parties to
contact menbers of the General Assenbly on your
behal f?

A No, sir.

Q Are you aware of any friends or
col | eagues contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly on your behal f?

A | am not.

Q Are you famliar with the 48-hour rule,
whi ch prohibits a candi date from seeki ng pl edges
for 48 hours after the report has been submtted to

the General Assenbly?

A. Yes, sir.
Q If elected, do you plan to serve a full
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ternt?

A | do.

MR. DAVIDSON: | would like the record
to reflect that M. Newman's test score cane back
at a 76.5. M. Chairman, | have no further
questions at this tinme. Thank you, M. Newran.

MR. NEWVAN:. Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. Thank you.
Questions for M. Newran. Representative
Forrester.

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: Thank you,
M. Chair man.

EXAM NATI ON

BY REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER:

Q M. Newnman, since you checked none of
t he bl anks or the boxes stating your
qual i fications, can you help us with sonething, |
mean, on your city council term | believe you said
12 years, what's been issues that you m ght could
use as experience in the utility side?

A Vell, like | said, we do nmaintain a
sewer plant, so we've gone through nunerous
upgr ades over the years. So, of course, the
engi neering reports that we've had to go through.

"' mnot an engi neer or an attorney, but we have had
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numer ous upgrades with our sewer plant over the
years. |'ve also, of course, been privy to quite a
f ew ot her engineering reports. O course,
attorney -- our attorney with |egal reports that
we've had to go over, things like that. Basically
-- and just like right now, we're going through
this project, we have a mllion dollar grant that
the Gty of Inman has received, we're going through
a project with engineering as well. So |I've had to
go through quite a few of those reports and things.
I just think I have a broad overview, none of these
particular itens are ny chosen profession, but |
think with ny experience on city council and being
in asmall town a ot of tines you have to be nore
i nvol ved than you would sonetines with a |larger --
sonme of the smaller projects, especially before we
changed our form of governnent froma strong nayor
to counsel form of governnent, you were nore
i nvol ved personally with certain projects. So |
woul d think that would be just a broad overvi ew and
I think that that hel ps ne have an under st andi ng of
sone of these itens.

Like I said, | haven't worked for a
utility. M nomwas a tel ephone operator for

30 years, but that's been ny association with
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Telecom But | just feel like |I have a broad

overview from being on city council for a quarter
of ny life basically.

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: Ckay. Thank
you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Questi ons?
Represent ati ve Mack.

REPRESENTATI VE MACK: M. Chair man,
t hank you.

EXAM NATI ON

BY REPRESENTATI VE NMACK:

Q And t hank you for your willingness to
serve and to run again. Having run before and |
can tell you' ve prepared for this testinony, what
are sone of your thoughts going forward as it
relates to the VC Summer fiasco and there's a | ot
wor k that needs to be done with regards to all
sections, the legislature, the PSC, every entity
has to be totally focused, what are some of your
t hought s based on where you are goi ng forward?

A. Well, | applied | guess back in -- |ast
July when this was first advertised and all of that
ki nd of came down the pike, you know, follow ng --
at least it becane public followng that. And so

I've been followng it all along, as far as what
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the Public Service Conmission's role was in that,
there just seened to be -- potentially there needed
to be maybe nore oversight, | don't want to speak
for anybody, I'mnot on the ground daily with this,
but just the oversight, sonething, | guess, was
mssed. | think it was the actual |aw was a good
law, it was an opportunity for South Carolina,
opportunity for ratepayers. M thoughts going
forward is just maybe tightening up the --
potentially the | egislation where, you know - -
sonet hing slipped with the oversight potentially,
fromwhat |'ve read and it led to the, you know,
debacl e, like you said. And ny thoughts woul d be,
you know, going forward if this |l aw continues to
nove forward is, you know, | guess potentially nore
oversight, potentially nore interaction with the
Public Service Comm ssion. | know currently the
ORS does that interaction. So potentially sone
nmore interaction fromthe Public Service
Commi ssion, which is, you know, currently is not
allowed. That's ny thoughts on it.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay.
Representati ve Sandifer.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you,

M. Chair man.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:

Q M. Newnman, thank you for being here
and answeri ng our questions.

A Yes, sir.

Q A couple of them First to follow up
on what M. Mack said, the interaction, how woul d
you acconplish that?

A Well, honestly, it would have to be a
change in the law, | nean, fromwhat |'ve -- from
what |'ve read, that's not the Public Service
Commi ssion's current, you know -- what they do. |
nmean, you currently work with ORS for reports and
oversight. So it would involve sone formof, |
guess, |aw change to be able --

Q So you're advocating that that |aw be

changed to allow the Conmm ssion to do those --

A | ' m not necessarily advocating, you
asked how -- how -- how that would -- how | would
do that and -- and currently that -- | would have
no other recourse. |'mnot saying that's what ny
recourse would be, I'mjust saying if that was to

happen, that's how it would have to happen, as far
as what |'ve read.

Q Yeah. You're mayor pro tem or have
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been?

A | have been, yes, sir.

How is the mayor pro tem selected in

I nman?
A It's voted on by the other council
menbers.
Q So it's elected by the council itself?
A Yes, sir.
Q Ckay. And then one final question. In

your PDQ you becane owner of Pool Guy Trai ners and
you're an instructor, as | understand it.

A Yes, sir.

Q Wul d you tell nme what that is? 1've
got no clue honestly.

A All right. 1've been a certified pool
operator when our -- this goes to ny background,
our HOA just opened a pool and they sent ne to
school to get a certification, so we could run the
pool w thout hiring a pool service, basically. So
after doing this for six or seven years, | decided
I wanted to becone an instructor, so | could teach
the course. In South Carolina and other states,
you're required to have a certification to naintain
a commercial pool. So nowthat |I'man instructor

for the National Sw nmm ng Pool Foundation, you're
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all kind of an independent contractor for them So

| started ny own busi ness as Pool Quy Trainers and
I was in Montgonery, Al abanma, and Chattanooga,
Tennessee, | ast week teaching this course. | kind
of travel in South Carolina and all over the
Sout heast because about 35 states require the
certification.
Q And that's in addition to Frane House &
Gal l ery?
A. That's a famly busi ness, yes, sir. |
work with ny famly with that business.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you
very nmuch.
MR. NEWVMAN:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: |'ve got a couple
of questions here.
EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER
Q Maybe foll owi ng up on that | ast one

first with the certification. Wwo certifies you

for that --
A Who certified ne to be an instructor?
Q Yes.
A. The Nati onal Swi mm ng Pool Foundati on

i n Col orado Springs, Col orado.
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Q But you don't have to have any state
certification to operate, other than the national ?

A. Ri ght, once --

Q O is there a state agency --

A The departnent of -- DHEC -- actually,
the National Swi mm ng Pool Foundation qualifies --
DHEC qual i fies the National Sw mm ng Pool
Foundati on as an instructor of this course, anong
ot her groups in South Carolina.

Q Getting back to Representative
Forrester's questions a little bit here, trying to
go through that. And one of your letters of
reference is from Stuart Curry who tal ks about
serving on council over a decade. Did M. Curry
serve with you on council?

A. He did. And he is a lifelong friend,
he's known ne since | was probably 12 years ol d.
He is a librarian for Mchelin.

Q So it says you have hel ped oversee
i nprovenents to sidewal ks, parking lots, and the
city sewer systenf

A Yes, sir.

Q So as far as overseeing that, could you
hel p ne understand what that woul d have been?

A. Wel |, overseeing, as far as going
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t hrough the process, acquiring the funds to do it.

Approvi ng, you know, engineering reports that cone
before council. Making sure that we're foll ow ng
our budgets, all of those things that would have to
do with a project for a snmall city.

Q So would y*all -- would it be fair to
say did y'all hire or was there sone -- soneone
that actually oversaw the day-to-day operation --

A Ch, absolutely, yes, we have an onsite
engi neer or what ever conpany may be --

Q So that was with your official capacity
as a nenber of council approving or disapproving --

A. Yes, sSir.

Q -- various things fromthat standpoint?

A Yes, sSir.

Q Al so you' ve nentioned in your opening
comrent that you felt |ike you would be an asset to
the Comm ssion. Can you elaborate a little bit on
that for nme?

A I just think that ny diverse
background, ny capacity to learn. | know anybody
-- since the current conm ssioner is retiring,
anyone that's going to assunme this position is

going to have a |l earning curve comng on. And I

feel like | have a propensity to do that. | feel
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like wwth ny -- | knowit's not related to this,

but the National Swi mm ng Pool Foundati on
i nstructor school is not any kind of joke. | nean,
I had to go through courses to do this and I feel
li ke that I have the propensity to be a good
conmm ssioner. 1've served the citizens of |nnman
for 12 years and | just feel like | would be an
asset in that regard in noving forward.

Q Wiere does the Gty of Inman get its
power ?

A Duke Energy.

Q They're certified Duke Energy.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. Thank you.
Any ot her questions? Hearing none. Then by our
previous notion, we'll go into executive session
with the candidate staying with us, so we'll wait.

(Executi ve session)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay, we're back in
open session. And no action was taken during
executive session. And we're conpleting our
testinmony today with M. Newman. And | appreciate
you being here. Do you have a closing statenent or
anything that you'd like to | eave with the
comm ttee?

M. Newman: Just thanks again for the
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opportunity.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: We appreci ate your
appearance with us and in working with our
schedule. W have a notion to go into executive
session, do | have --

SENATOR HUTTO  Second.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: W have a second.
And we're going into executive session to discuss
potenti al enpl oynent pursuant to Section 30-4-70.
All in favor say aye. Unani nous.

(Executi ve session)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: W' re goi ng back
into open session. No action was taken in
executive session. The chair would entertain a
not i on.

SENATOR RANKIN: M. Chairman, | nove
that M. Ervin, M. MCraw, and M. Newran be
deened qualifi ed.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So I'mgoing to
take themone at a tine. Al in favor of finding
M. Ervin qualified, raise your hand.

(Vot e taken)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Let the record
reflect it's unaninous. All in favor of finding

M. MCraw qualified, raise your hand.
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(Vot e taken)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: It passes all but
one has found unqualified. M. Newran, all in
favor of finding himaqualified, please raise your
hand.

(Vot e taken)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Al but one. So
all three are deened qualified. Then we woul d go
to a notion of those being nom nated. First I'l]
call for those that would vote for -- actually,
"Il do it by individual. So Senator from Horry.

SENATOR RANKIN: M. Chairman, | would
vote for M. Ervin, M. MCraw, and M. Newran.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Senator from Horry,
M. Rankin votes for M. Ervin, M. MCraw,

M. Newman. M. Simmons.

MR SIMMONS: M. Chairman, | would
al so vote for M. Ervin, M. MCraw, and
M . Newnman.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: M. Si nmbns votes
M. Ervin, M. MCraw, M. Newman.

Representati ve Mack.

REPRESENTATI VE MACK: M. Chairnman, |

woul d vote for M. Ervin, M. MCraw, and

M . Newnran.
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: Okay. M. Mack
votes for M. Ervin, M. MCraw, M. Newran.
Representative Forrester.

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER
M. Chairman, | would nom nate M. Ervin,

M. MCraw, and M. Newnman.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: M. Forrester votes
for M. Ervin, M. MCraw, M. Newnman.
Representati ve Sandifer.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: M. Ervin.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: M. Sandifer votes
for M. Ervin. Al exander votes for Ervin, MCOCraw,
and Newmran. Go to the Senator from O angeburg.

SENATOR HUTTG:  Ervin, MCraw, and
Newnman.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Senator from
Orangeburg, Senator Hutto votes for Ervin, MOCraw
and Newman. Ms. Bl uestein.

MS. BLUESTEIN:. M. Chairman, |'d |ike
to vote for M. Ervin, M. MCraw, M. Newnan.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. She votes
for M. Ervin, M. MCraw, and M. Newman.

M. Jones.
MR JONES: M. Chairman, | vote for

M. Ervin, M. MCraw, M. Newnman.
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: He votes for

M. Ervin, M. MCraw, and M. Newran. The chair
finds having sufficient nunbers that all three of

t hose candi dates, M. Ervin, M. MCraw, M. Newmran
are being nom nated for the 4th Congressi onal
District for the Public Service Conm ssion by the
Public UWility Review Committee.

Is there any ot her business to cone
before the commttee? | think as far as our agenda
goes, that concludes. But before we adjourn,
staff -- well, we'll just post the future neetings.

MS. ANDERSON: Wien we have the
detail s.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: When we have the
details, so be on the | ookout for other work to be
done by this commttee again. Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE MACK: I just want to
say that staff has done a phenonenal job, a
phenonenal job. And a |lot of the questions | was
going to ask, they were asked in the prelimnary
questi oni ngs.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: You -- thank you,
that was ny next order of business. W certainly
appreci ate the outstanding service of our staff.

We're very fortunate and grateful for their service
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to this commttee. And | also personally want to
t hank the nenbers of the commttee for your
diligence and dedication to your responsibilities
and duties of this job.

So with that, if there's no objection
we'l |l stand adjourned. Thank y'all. Thank you for
your attendance.

(The screening was adjourned at 12:04 PM)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, Any R Cope, Court Reporter and
Notary Public for the State of South Carolina at
Large, do hereby certify that the foregoing
transcript is a true, accurate, and conpl ete
record.

| further certify that | am neither
related to nor counsel for any party to the cause
pendi ng or interested in the events thereof.

Wtness ny hand, | have hereunto
affixed ny official seal this 26th day of April,
2018 at Col unbi a, Ri chland County, South Caroli na.

-

Any R Cope, Court Reporter
My Conm ssi on expires
May 12, 2018
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